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n We Be Among the Successful in This World and the Akhirah?

(Translated)

Allah Almighty says: 4&saliall ah ddsl 4aa 530 31 sl 1 gy 6 gals 553305 4y 1 sal Gl
“So they who have believed in him, honored him, supported him and followed the

light which was sent down with him - it is those who will be the successful.” [Al-
A'raf: 157].

In the interpretation of Al-Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him), he states:
"Those who believe in the unlettered Prophet, acknowledge his prophethood, honor and
revere him, protect and aid him against the enemies of Allah and his enemies by striving
and waging war against them, and follow the Qur'an and Islam—those who perform
these actions, as described by Allah Almighty regarding the followers of Muhammad
(peace be upon him), are the ones who achieve success and attain what they seek and
hope for through these deeds."

Allah Almighty has linked success in this aya and many other ayat to faith, rightgogs
deeds, fulfilling His commands, and avoiding what He has prohibited. He says: ¢ gl Ay,

4W& “He has certainly succeeded who purifies himself” [Al-A‘la: 14]. And He (swt)
says: ol sl Al ) ghiy a5 152815 1M 1880 16l Gl G Wy “O you who have
believed, bow and prostrate and worship your Lord and do good - that you may
succeed.” [Al-Hajj: 77]. And He (swt) says: Cpdlls * (sl agdla b 2 el * &y slasall CJN Aﬁ%

Ml esla ;{eg-}w oo W) % Gisla aga g )8 b Gl % Gyslotd B3N ah Guilly * Gigda s Tl 8 ab
4imasla 2 agdld “Certainly will the believers have succeeded: *They who are during

their prayer humbly submissive * And they who turn away from ill speech * And
they who are observant of zakah * And they who guard their private parts * Except
from their wives or those their right hands possess, for indeed, they will not be

blamed” [Al-Mu’minun: 1-6]. And says: ¢& &y g aaly Gasdby sad ) Gl 4 akis ol B
o%uga-}m\ ab de-bb A “And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that

is] good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and those will be
the successful.” [Aal-i-Imran: 104].

Allah has precisely outlined the path to success, making it clear and evident. He has
made its sustenance the adherence to His commands, fulfilling His requirements,
avoiding what is forbidden, and staying away from what displeases Him.

Success encompasses both this world and the Akhirah, whoever fears Allah, He
(swt) makes his affairs easy, blesses his deeds, rectifies his soul, spouse, and children,
provides him a way out in difficulties, grants him sustenance from unexpected sources,
and suffices him. Moreover, He (swt) greatly rewards him for his patience during
hardships. Some have said: "Success is achieving victory and attaining one's goal. In this
world, it means achieving happiness that brings contentment in life. In the Akhirah, it
consists of four things: eternal existence without end, honor without disgrace, wealth
without poverty, and knowledge without ignorance."

Therefore, whoever seeks success in all aspects of this world must understand that
its key lies in obedience to Allah alone and adherence to His Shari’, which in turn leads to



triumph in the Akhirah. There is no other path to success; it is a single path that Allah has
commanded us to follow: galuu && a8 358 Jid) ) gl ¥y 5 saild Laiiliua i s 13 &gl “And,
[moreover], this is My path, which is straight, so follow it; and do not follow [other]
ways, for you will be separated from His way.” [Al-An‘am: 153].

Moreover, one must be mindful of obstacles that may hinder this journey. The small
number of people walking this path should not deter him, as long as he has been guided
and realized that it is the only path to salvation. Allah (swt) warns us about this, saying:
44 Jau 08 dglal Gad¥) B oa SIS 0)ss “And if you obey most of those upon the
earth, they will mislead you from the way of Allah.” [Al-An‘am: 116].

In today's world, the Muslim who seeks Allah’s pleasure and true success has
become a stranger—a deep estrangement—because his values differ greatly from those
of his society, and his concepts contrast with the prevailing ideas around him. If he does
not strengthen himself and develop a strong, balanced Islamic personality, he will
inevitably be influenced by the dominant culture and widespread ideologies.

The safeguard against this influence is the constant remembrance of Islamic
principles and values, striving to make them firmly rooted and impactful in his mind and
soul. He must measure all thoughts and prevailing societal norms by Islamic standards,
ensuring that his moral compass is always directed correctly. This helps protect him from
unknowingly adopting impure thoughts or inclinations and drives him to continuously
refine and elevate his character.

Moreover, one must beware of fleeting desires and Satanic temptations that could
divert him from the path of success, causing him to forsake eternal prosperity for the
sake of temporary pleasures. These are the traps of Satan, through which he seeks to
ensnare Allah’s servants. The way to escape them is by clinging to Allah, maintaining
sincerity, and hastening to repentance whenever one sins, as Allah (swt) says: 1 &géfﬁj%

Sagroidl 19 AL A T958) agdll salls 5 42ald 5ld “And those who, when they commit an

immorality or wrong themselves [by transgression], remember Allah and seek
forgiveness for their sins” [Aal-i-Imran: 135].

Reaching the ultimate goal—earning the pleasure (ridha) of Allah (swt) and being
among the successful—is not an easy task. The Jannah is surrounded by hardships,
while Hell is surrounded by temptations. One must always remember that true success
requires sacrifice, even if it means giving up certain permissible things for the sake of
Allah (swt). He must be willing to give his very life for the cause of Allah. When he fully
realizes this, the world will seem insignificant to him, and he will not become deeply
attached to it like the majority of people. Instead, he will remain focused on the
everlasting life to come.

O Allah, make us among the successful in this world and the Akhirah. Make this
world the least of our concerns, and allow us to meet You while You are pleased with us,
O Arham Ar-Rahmeen (Most Merciful).
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