adical Change — A Vision from a Spark of Revelation

Upon the Path of Ibrahim, peace be upon him
(Translated)

The story beglns from the beginning; from when Allah, Glorified be He in His Highness,
said: %Muh sa i & dela Al “Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successive authority.”

[Al-Bagarah:30]. From here, the day Allah (swt) informed His angels about this new creation,
the story of man on earth began. When Allah (swt) addressed the angels, He did not say to
them Indeed | am making a “human”, nor did He name him to them; rather, He presented his
function. Here is the summary of the matter: in Surah Al-Bagarah, which the Sahabah
“Companions” used to call the tent of the Qur’an, Allah was nurturing the Islamic Ummah
upon its mission for which He brought it into existence: succession. This noble function is a
trust carried by man, which the heavens, the earth, and the mountains were unable to carry.
Therefore we find that the Truth, at the beginning of the surah when He said about His Book:
%u—mﬂ 63;% “A guidance for the righteous.” [Al-Bagarah:2]. He mentioned the first quality

of them suitable to the context of the surah and its subject, which is succession, so He said:
§OsMY ALY, Ly Blall (eily iy Gsbel Ged “Who believe in the unseen, establish

prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them.” [Al-Bagarah:3]. Allah
presents belief in the unseen before establishing prayer and spending wealth, because belief
in the unseen is the key of the believer in facing doubts, slackness, incapacity, desires, and
everything that delays him from performing his mission as the bearer of a trust to realize the
meaning of succession on earth. His faith illuminates the path for him and supplies him with
courage and determination; his state resembles the state of the Prophet of Allah Ibrahim.

Allah (swt) said about our master lbrahim: §ouSsaall e & aly leda & W &) 58 ) Gy
“Indeed, Ibrahim was a nation, devoutly obedient to Allah, inclining toward truth, and

he was not of the polythelsts ” [An-Nahl:120]. And Allah commanded the believers, saying:
%uﬂM‘ O (S L Waa a3 i, \JS-HU & (e da% “Say, ‘Allah has spoken the truth; so

follow the religion of Ibrahim, inclining toward truth, and he was not of the
polytheists.’” [Aal-i ‘Imran:95].

But what is the relation between the subject of succession, belief in the unseen, and our
master Ibrahim whom Allah took as a close friend?

The mention of His prophets in the Qur'an is for lesson: %9@?‘}\ gi,ﬂ s apaad B G by,
“There was certainly in their stories a lesson for those of understanding.” [Yusuf :111].
Allah (swt) in His narration of stories in His Noble Book, was not narrating to us history nor
recording the course of events in past ages. The one who looks at the Quranic method of
presenting stories finds that the same subject differs in manner of narration according to the
surah, and the focus each time suits the context of the surah in which the story appears. This

narration is a narration of nurturing and educating the Muslim, not a narration of mere
information or filling, Exalted is Allah.

When Allah (swt) informs us of the state of Ibrahim and repeats his mention 63 times in
His Book, He wants the believer to study the person of Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and his
mentality that qualified him for Allah to say about him: o@hh PO YRV -*A-M%» “And Allah took

Ibrahim as a close friend.” [An-Nisa:125].

The Prophet of Allah, Ibrahim, peace be upon him, was always a point of dispute among
the Jews and the Christians, and they used to argue concerning him. The Qur'an responded



to them: §0sSaall e G& Ly Lk a5y 4ds & 3815558 (s jual 3 Tash 1358 1sl83» “And they say, ‘Be

Jews or Christians [so] you will be guided.’” Say, ‘Rather, [we follow] the religion of
Ibrahim, inclining toward truth, and he was not of the polytheists.”” [Al-Bagarah:135].
Our master Ibrahim, the seeker of truth, carried a sound heart, sincere to Allah; He chose
him and guided him to a straight path.

Our master Ibrahim is considered a Qur'anic model of the mind that seeks the truth, the
certainty that does not waver, the steadfastness that is derived from certainty, the loyalty that
does not deviate, and the eagerness to save people from darkness into light.

Ibrahim, peace be upon him, was raised in the house of Azar, who used to make asnam
(idols) for his people to worship. A prophet is sent from the house of an idol-maker, so that
Allah may teach us that the truth is more worthy to be followed, and that the arguments of the
polytheists with which they used to confront the Messenger of Allah to evade the
responsibility of thinking and believing: 4usll Uiags “We found our fathers [doing so].” [Al-
Anbiya:53] are a false argument with no weight when the heart perceives its path. The
sincere seeker of the truth must inevitably arrive. And Ibrahim, who searched for his Lord and
then disbelieved in the sun and the moon and in asnam that his father made, Allah granted
him his right guidance: ¢isalle 4 €y 08 (e 525 a3 LT Algy “And We had certainly given

Ibrahim his sound judgement before, and We were of him well-Knowing.” [Al-
Anbiya:51].

When lbrahim knew his Lord and believed, the first thing he did was break the asnam
(|dols) He could not bear that truth remaln |mpr|soned |n hIS heart rather he Went forth

,,,,,

%w&;m pHAY 09 “He sald, ‘Then do you worshlp instead of Allah that WhICh does not

benefit you at all or harm you? Uff to you and to what you worship instead of Allah.
Then will you not use reason?’” [Al-Anbiya :66—67].

Our master Ibrahim represents the mentality of the Muslim who submits to Allah,
surrendering to His command; he recognized the truth and adhered to it, remained firm upon
it, and sacrificed in its path. It is a mentality that frees itself from the constraints of rigid
thinking, blind imitation, and following desires. A personality that knew its worth despite his
young age, yet he was, as the Qur'an described him, a nation by himself. When he argued
with Nimrod concerning the Lord of the worlds, the decisive proof was his companion; his
certainty in Allah was not merely a slogan, but an enlightened vision and insight that knew
how to defend what he believed in.

When he became a prophet, his eagerness to gurde others was present in all his stands.
He (swt) says: ‘543.9 Ja Y dta ‘_,.uJJ Y] dla LALA‘ u.ul.d! d&:«h ‘_,4\ dl& u@.ul& s_rLASSa MJ P.\A‘JA‘ ul.u! 4\3%,
«%ueeéthl\ “And [mention] when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with commands and he

fulfilled them. He said, ‘Indeed, | will make you a leader for the people.’ [Ibrahim] said,
‘And of my descendants?’ [Allah] said, ‘My covenant does not include the
wrongdoers.”” [Al-Bagarah:124]. And He (swt) says: A (3555 Ual T2y 13 2l & Al ) Jé J\J%»

%ﬁ‘zt ”.du AL eé-“ &l uba-dt « “And [mention] when Ibrahim said, ‘My Lord, make this
a secure city and provide its people with fruits—whoever of them believes in Allah and
the Last Day.”” [Al-Bagarah:126]. And He (swt) says: & &) i b Q80 4l a3 W (sa3dh
§hisalua a3 ¥) High S (il A&1 Ldhial “And Ibrahim instructed his sons [to do the same]

and [so did] Ya‘qub, [saying], ‘O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for you this
religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.’” [Al-Bagarah:132].

But this eagerness is the eagerness of the believer in his Lord, who works to support His
religion, who allies for the sake of Allah and shows enmity for the sake of Allah. He (swt)



said: 4ada 3139 ani0l &) Ade 155 4 3ie 45 A0 G b SU) Wie Bae a 0o Y) A a0l SR 8 Lgp
“And the request of forgiveness of Ibrahim for his father was only because of a
promise he had promised him. But when it became clear to him that he was an enemy
to Allah, he disassociated himself from him. Indeed, Ibrahim was compassmnate and
forbearing.” [At-Tawbah:114]. And He (swt) said: 151 3 4aa Gudlls a1 b ddua § 3l 241 & By,

§5335 Al 15k L8 Tal pLabily Spmd ARG Ui 13y A U0 A0 (sd (e (oS Laag a&ia 4155 ) agaid)

“There has already been for you an excellent example in Ibrahim and those with him,
when they said to their people, ‘Indeed, we are disassociated from you and from
whatever you worship other than Allah. We have denied you, and there has appeared
between us and you animosity and hatred forever until you believe in Allah alone.””
[Al-Mumtahanah:4].

Thus the model of Ibrahim, peace be upon him, is a model that nurtures the believer to
make faith the center of life—faith disciplined by revelation, faith arising from knowledge,
awareness, and insight—which drives its bearer to be an “Ummah” in the face of the claims
of falsehood, the people of falsehood, and any Nimrod who wishes to alter the religion of
Allah and tempt people away from worshipping their Lord.

This faith is not generated except by constant return to the origin of the story: belief in
the unseen—the unseen about which Allah informed His angels that He would place upon
the earth a successive authority. Here | recall the response of Ibrahim, peace be upon him,
to his people when they reproached him for worshipping Allah alone He said: J& 443 ;\31-'\3%0
uuh\uﬁjujﬁﬂﬁ\uh deS@J&u3UM@J9Mu\Y\MuJS L?A&_ﬂlA\YJu\.\A J&JA\)\UAUAJA\AJ\
§Ogas K o) oy Al Gl R 5l Ll a&le 4y O30 A L Al AR50 A& G$8A5 Y3 453 “And his
people argued with him. He said, ‘Do you argue with me concerning Allah while He
has guided me? And | do not fear what you associate with Him except that my Lord
should will something. My Lord encompasses all things in knowledge; then will you
not remember? And how should | fear what you associate while you do not fear that
you have associated with Allah that for which He has not sent down to you any
authority? So which of the two parties has more right to security, if you should
know?’” [Al-An‘am:80-81].

These two parties are not equal in example. How far apart is a mind that believes with
awareness, holds fast with insight, acts with steadfastness, and sacrifices for a good return,
from a mind whose entire argument is: 4¢sid X Upll Udaj 33 1 sl8h “They said, ‘Rather, we
found our fathers doing thus.” [Ash-Shu'ara:74] b gty smaily aadly (AT ol &) Jiap
§019.8% S8 S b giis “The example of the two parties is like the blind and deaf and the
seeing and hearing. Are they equal in example? Then will you not remember?”
[Hud:24].

Finally, we ask Allah to make us firm, inspire us with our right guidance, and grant us a
share in supporting His Deen.
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