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The Insiders' Club: Why the UK’s Latest Political Scandal Is Part 

of a Much Bigger Problem 

News: 

Following Sir Olly Robbins' explosive testimony to MPs on April 21, 2026, the 

government stands accused of scapegoating senior civil servants to hide Downing 

Street's direct pressure to ignore national security protocols. By revealing that officials 

were effectively sacrificed for trying to manage the Prime Minister’s own controversial 

demand to appoint, Robbins has exposed a culture that ruthlessly punishes career 

professionals to protect the "insiders' club." 

 
Comment: 

The ongoing scandal involving the high-profile politician Peter Mandelson has briefly 

pulled back the curtain on how power works in the United Kingdom. To many, the news is 

shocking: the Prime Minister’s office (known as Downing Street) ignored very serious 

security warnings given by former Cabinet Secretary Sir Simon Case, and pressured Sir 

Olly Robbins, the top civil servant at the Foreign Office, to skip standard background 

checks to approve the already appointed Mandelson as the UK’s Ambassador to the 

United States. 

However, for those who follow British politics closely, this is not a one-off mistake. 

Instead, it is a clear example of how the UK political system has become a self-serving 

"club." This group of insiders, made up of politicians, billionaires, and media owners, is 

more focused on helping each other than on serving the British public. The Mandelson 

situation is a perfect example of this "insider" culture. Lord Mandelson is a very powerful 

figure within the Labour Party, but he has a controversial history, including past 

connections to the late criminal sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Because of this, security 

experts warned the Prime Minister that appointing him to a top diplomatic role was a risk. 

Yet, the Prime Minister pushed the appointment through anyway. This shows a 

dangerous mindset: the leaders of the government believe the normal rules for security 

and honesty do not apply to their friends. 

But this problem goes far beyond one man. The entire UK political system has been 

"captured" by wealthy donors and big corporations. In Britain, this happens regardless of 

which party is in power and the hypocrisy is easy to see. For example, the current Labour 

government recently cut financial aid that helps elderly people pay for heating in the 

winter, claiming the country cannot afford it. At the same time, top politicians have been 

caught accepting thousands of pounds worth of free gifts, such as designer clothes and 

expensive eyeglasses, from wealthy businessmen. In exchange for these gifts, these 

"donors" often get special access to the heart of the government. It creates a system 

where influence is for sale. 

This "insiders' club" also uses a tactic called the "revolving door." This is when a 

politician in charge of regulating a certain industry (like healthcare or energy) leaves the 

government and immediately takes a high-paying job as a consultant for a private 

company in that same industry. They use their government secrets and connections to 

help private businesses make more money. 
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We also see this greed in how public buildings like hospitals are funded. Using a 

system called the Private Finance Initiative (PFI), the government borrows money from 

private banks to invest in hospitals. However, the contracts are written so poorly for the 

taxpayer that the public ends up paying back six or seven times the original cost. This 

funnels billions of pounds of public tax money into the pockets of private investors in 

London's financial district, leaving the actual hospitals struggling with debt and providing 

poorer services than before. 

Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, this culture of favoritism was on full display. 

Billions of pounds in government contracts for medical equipment were given to friends 

and associates of the then ruling Conservative politicians through "priority lists," even 

when those people had no experience in the field. 

The establishment protects itself by making sure that anyone who truly wants to 

change the system is aggressively pushed out. We saw this most clearly in the 

coordinated effort to destroy the former Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, whose policies 

threatened the "club’s" profits and power. Because he wanted to tax the wealthiest 5% 

and take essential services like water and electricity out of private hands, the entire 

system turned against him in what looked like a "soft coup." 

This wasn't just political disagreement; it was a multi-front attack involving the 

military, the media, and even his own staff. A senior serving general went to the national 

press to threaten a "mutiny" if Corbyn ever won an election, which is an act of treason. 

Behind the scenes, his own party headquarters ran a secret campaign, nicknamed 

"Operation Icepic," to sabotage their own election efforts because they preferred to lose 

than to see an outsider succeed. At the same time, the media and intelligence services 

flooded the news with stories claiming he was a danger to national security, while the 

U.S. government openly admitted they would do their "level best" to prevent him from 

becoming Prime Minister. This shows that the "club" doesn't just protect its friends; it 

ruthlessly targets anyone who tries to represent the interests of regular people over the 

interests of billionaires. The media, the military, and the government bureaucracy work 

together as "gatekeepers," ensuring that only "vetted" insiders who promise not to 

change the system are ever allowed to hold real power. These tactics have a long 

history, echoing the 1970s when members of the military and intelligence services 

reportedly discussed a coup to destabilize and overthrow Prime Minister Harold Wilson, 

whom they viewed as a threat to the establishment. 

The Mandelson scandal is a serious issue, but we shouldn't focus only on him. He is 

just one symptom of a deeper sickness. The real scandal is a system where the people in 

charge are loyal to their wealthy friends and backers to the detriment of the citizens they 

claim to represent. Until the "revolving door" is closed and the influence of big money is 

removed from politics, these scandals will keep happening, and as the problem is 

intrinsic to the very structure of UK and Western democracy the door will never be closed 

until after a new dawn of hope and justice is established through the return of the Islamic 

ruling system to the world. 

 
Written for the Central Media Office of Hizb ut Tahrir by 

Dr. Abdullah Robin 

http://www.hizb-ut-tahrir.org/
http://www.hizbuttahrir.today/
http://www.alraiah.net/
http://www.htmedia.info/
http://www.khilafah.com/

