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Allah (swt) says, {a&iwall bizall Ll “Guide us to the straight path” [TMQ Surah Al-
Fatihah: 6].

The words “guidance (s huda)” and “guiding (22 hidayah)” have different meanings in
the Arabic language, and this is also true in the Noble Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah.
They are used to describe the creation of the capacity for guidance within humankind, as in
several verses of the Noble Quran, such as the saying of Allah (swt) Who said, r(u-aml\ aLi3a 3)
“And We guided him to the two paths” [TMQ Surah Al-Balad: 10], meaning the choice
between the path of good and the path of evil, and His saying, #2s8& Ll 138 ) Jasal) sUaa G
“Indeed, We guided him to the way, whether he be grateful or ungrateful” [TMQ Surah
Al-Insan 76:3], meaning He created within humankind the capacity to choose between
gratitude and ingratitude, that is, belief and disbelief (iman / kufr). This meaning is confirmed
by the Oath of Allah (swit) by the soul, {@isii; K saé Gagldy “And inspired it with
discernment of its wickedness and its righteousness” [TMQ Surah Ash-Shams 91:8],
meaning He (swt) placed within the soul the capacity to choose between wickedness and
righteousness. However, this is not the intended meaning in the verse we are discussing
from Al-Fatihah.

Guidance (s» huda) and guiding (4)2» hidayah) appear in most places in the Noble
Quran with meanings revolving around clarification, instruction, evidencing, support, and
enabling one to embrace the truth and remain steadfast upon it. It is within these meanings
that the request for hidayah in this verse we are examining is directed. The Muslim stands
before Allah (swt) in Salah (Shariah prayer), and in every Rak’ah of prayer, and asks Allah to
guide him to the straight path, repeating this dozens of times every day and night.

So, what is the straight path? Why this repetition day and night? How is guidance to the
straight path achieved? And who are those who deserve to be guided by Allah to the straight
path?

The straight path is mentioned many times in the Noble Quran. Before mentioning some
of these instances, we should note that Allah (swt) defined the straight path in Surah Al-
Fatihah as the path of those upon whom Allah has bestowed His favor, not the path of those
upon whom the Wrath of Allah (swt) has fallen, namely the Jews, nor the path of those who
have gone astray, namely the Christians. As for those upon whom Allah has bestowed His
favor, Allah (swt) mentioned them in His saying, & e@-da Al ea-n il &a d-dju Jem Ny ab ga Y
B dilsl Guay Geallally slagally Gidially Gl “And whoever obeys Allah and the
Messenger - those will be with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor of the
Prophets (as), the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs, and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisa.69]. Those upon whom Allah
(swt) has bestowed His favor are the Prophets (as), the steadfast affirmers of truth, the
martyrs, and the righteous. Whoever obeys Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw) will be
gathered with them and will have been guided to the straight path, which is obedience to
Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw). This meaning is confirmed by the words of Allah (swt)
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Who said, fafiui bisa ) g %88 44 aaly 03y “And whoever holds fast to Allah has
certainly been guided to a straight path.” [TMQ Surah Aali Imran: 101].

The straight path (miwal LIyl As-Siraat Al- Mustaqeem) is the path of Allah (swt) says,
addressing His Messenger (saw), that, S ¥ Gl L g % &l L Ul (a ) &) Lu;,\ U 3)
‘_,aujt_.uw\uauu&.m A Bl e * e.mm}:\ﬁult 6;4..34..@!.‘41.\:(_,,«;@0‘4..‘543_. \JJ;@L\S:AUSSJ
4»4‘3‘ e & N ¥ G2 “And thus We have revealed to you a spirit from Our command.
You did not know what the Scripture was, nor what Iman was, but We have made it a
light by which We guide whom We will of Our servants. And indeed, O Muhammad,
you guide to a straight path. (*) The path of Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the
heavens and all that is on the earth. Unquestionably, to Allah do all matters return.”
[TMQ Surah Ash-Shura: 52-53]. These two verses indicate that the Noble Quran, which Allah
(swt) revealed to His Messenger (saw) a spirit from His command, is His straight path.
Through the Noble Quran, Allah (swt) guides whomever He wills of His servants, and the
Messenger (saw) guides to a straight path. This i is stated in many verses of the Noble Quran,
such as His (swt) saying, {0u& asl el Ul ¥ Lgia &) bije 1323 “And this is the
straight path of your Lord. We have detailed the verses for a people who remember.”
[TMQ Surah Al-An’am 6:126], and His saying, A& 35ER (L) T Y b gl Ladliua i jua 138 G 3)
(uﬁﬁéSMMeSMJ allh 4l & “And this is My straight path, so follow it; and do not follow
other paths, for you will be separated from His path. This is what He has instructed
you so that you may be mindful of Allah” [TMQ Surah Al-An’am:153]. The pronoun “this”
in these two verses refers to the Noble Quran, which is the straight path of Allah (swt).

It is worth noting here that hldayah is attributed to Allah (svvt) in some places in the Noble
Quran, as in His saying, §sL ¢a @459 sU o dua o1 8l 46l alaal ) sLa dgy“And if Allah
had willed, He would have made you one ummah, but He causes to stray whom He
wills and gwdes whom He W|Ils” [An Nahl 16 93] In other places |t is attrlbuted to the
gwded is only guided for the beneflt of hlmself and whoever goes astray only goes
astray to his own detriment” [TMQ Surah Al-Isra’: 15].

In other places, it is attributed to the Noble Quran, and to the Messengers (as) and their
followers, as this has already been explained. There is no contradiction between these
matters, for Allah (swt) created in humankind the capacity for guidance (s huda) and
misguidance, such that the servant chooses the path of guiding (&2 hidayah) or the path of
misguidance. The path of guiding () hidayah) that the servant must choose and follow is
the path that which Allah (swt) revealed to His Messenger (saw), which is the Noble Quran,
along with the Clarification (¢ Bayan) of it by the Messenger (saw).

If the servant chooses this straight and upright path, Allah (swt) will grant him success in
it, support him, and strengthen him as long as he follows it and adopts it as a way of life.
Allah (swt) says, {alsii aalls s 2313 138 il “And those who are guided - He
increases them in guidance and grants them their piety” [TMQ Surah Muhammad: 17],
and He (swt) also says, §s3 135 (il &) 433 “And Allah increases those who are guided
in guidance” [TMQ Surah Maryam: 76].

Allah (svvt) has made Iman (¢ belief) a means of attaining hidayah from Him, as He
(swt) said, {48 32 &L e 023 “And whoever believes in Allah - He will guide his heart”
[TMQ Surah At- Taghabun 11].

Allah (swt) made striving in His cause a means for the servant to be gwded to the paths
of Allah Almighty, as He, Glory be to Him, said, §osiadall aal & &5 Ul agiagdl U 15318 (pill5)
“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways. And indeed,
Allah is with the doers of good.” [TMQ Surah Al-Ankabut 69].

Thus, the guiding (%» hidayah) by Allah (swt) is first the creation of receptivity (4l
gaabilliyah), then the granting of enabling (&30 At-Tawfeeq) within it to those who choose it.
The guiding of the servant is over the choice of hidayah. The hidayah of the Quran is a



clarification of the straight path, and the hidayah of the Messenger (saw) is an evidencing
and directing to it and to its clarification.

Imam Al-Qurtubi says in his TafS|r [1/160], ‘ae-cbab LAl ale a8 Lsﬂ‘ 35 A3 3 it s34l
sUia ai\ 3 ?@J Eifla [52/5 5 58] fadiiind h\)m &) gl ¢\,) 1Ju [7/49)&\] 4.su p s Js&,) fAaS A J
r(c_\.u;\ Ga eas ¥ iy s 4 JGs ‘dﬁjﬂ\} VR CTIAEE &l L;%Ju BEAL s 3585 Guflls bl AN
[5 A a0 0a s o g_uy} Gl Al Aleg il el GRS e 1 e sagdlé [56/uamil]
([8 : bl slia (423 85 “Guidance (s hudah) is of two kinds: guidance of evidencing,
which is that which the Messengers (as) and their followers are capable of it, as Allah (swt)
said, “For every people is a guide (*w haad )” [TMQ Surah Ar-Ra'd: 7]. Allah (swt) said,
“Indeed, you guide to a straight path” [TMQ Surah Ash-Shura: 52]. So, He (swt)
established for them guidance which means showing the way, Dawah to the truth, and
admonition (w\ At-Tanbeeh). Allah (swt) Alone possesses guidance (s huda) which means
support (m\-ﬂ\ At-Ta'yeed) and enabling (325! At-Tawfeeq). Allah (swt) said to His Prophet
(saw), “Indeed, you do not guide whom you love” [TMQ Surah Al-Qasas 28:56]. Thus,
huda in this context means the creation of Iman in the heart. This is supported by His saying,
“Those are upon guidance from their Lord” [Al-Bagarah 2:5] and His saying, “He (swt)
guides whom He wills” [Fatir 35:8].” This concludes the statement of Al-Qurtubi (may Allah
have mercy on him).

One might ask about the importance of guiding ()2 hidayah) for humankind.

To answer this, it is essential to understand the nature of humankind and its difference
from the rest of the tangible creatures that Allah (swt) created and for which He (swt)
ordained a system of living that rectifies and sustains them. This is with the exception of
humankind, whom Allah (swt) chose for vicegerency (—s3ai.l jstikhlaaf) on Earth, He (swt) did
not compel them to follow a specific system of living. Instead, He endowed them with reason
to choose the system of living they would follow. Allah (swt) placed within them organic
needs and instincts that require a system for their fulfilment. The limited intellect of
humankind cannot comprehensibly originate the system that would bring them a comfortable
living pleasing to Allah Almighty. This is because human reasoning is prone to variation,
inconsistency, contradiction, and environmental influence. Therefore, they need a system of
living from Allah (swt), which He revealed to His Messengers (as) to guide people to His
divine system and to what pleases Him.

It is no wonder, then, that a Muslim asks Allah (swt) to guide him to the straight path
dozens of times a day and night, and to grant him steadfastness on the straight path—the
path of Allah, to whom belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. Failure to follow
Allah's system is undoubtedly following one's desires, which is misguidance itself. Allah (swt)
has forbidden this, saying, & Jdww oo &l o35 @35 ¥3 “And do not Following your
desires will lead you astray from the path of Allah.” [TMQ Surah Saad: 26]. Allah (swt)
said, w\mwmag_.u‘aww oJmL,Js&AJMSﬁjM&FAjel&uJ&A»\M\JaUA 4.@\ .\u\u-au.n\ﬁ\)
{0583 Y8 “Have you seen the one who takes his desires as his Allah, and Allah has led
him astray knowingly, and sealed his hearing and his heart and placed a veil over his
sight? Then who can guide him after Allah? Will you not then remember?” [TMQ Surah
Al-Jaathiyah: 23].

O Allah, guide us to the straight path! Aameen.



