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A debate is circulating among school and university students these days regarding the
Attributes of Allah (swt). The activity of some sheikhs on social media concerning this issue
has likely stirred these questions among young people, given their constant engagement with
these platforms. In this short article, we aim to draw the attention of young people to how to
approach this topic and understand it correctly.

Before discussing the Attributes (“lw= Sifaat) of Allah (swt), a question must arise in your
minds: What is the purpose of these people in raising the issue of the Sifaat of Allah (swt)? Is
their aim to guide people to the truth? Or is their aim to divide the Ummah and make each
group view its fellow Muslims as enemies?

The West is fully aware that it cannot overcome the Ummabh of Islam if it unifies on the
basis of its Deen. The Romans experienced this at Yarmouk, the Franks at Zallaga, the
Crusaders at Hattin, and the Mongols at Ain Jalut. America is struggling to confront the
Ummah while it is fragmented; what then would happen if it were unified? What plan could be
more advantageous for America, and more fruitful, than dividing the Ummah into factions and
tearing it apart?

America cannot divide the Ummah through a hateful colonial face, but rather presents to
it local faces that have the appearance of religious people, who spread division among the
people, intentionally or unintentionally by spreading sectarianism and reviving what had
disappeared from the schools of theology ('llm ul Kalam). If the opinion of these people
spreads among the people, people differ greatly between those who affirm that Allah has a
hand and those who deny it from Him, so one of them declares his brother a disbeliever and
moves away from the correct understanding that the Messenger of Allah (saw) taught us and
that his Companions (ra) applied after him, may Allah be pleased with them all.

If only those who occupy you with theological matters, instead occupy themselves with
reviving the Ummabh, establishing the Khilafah (Caliphate), and implementing the Shariah
Law of Allah (swt). Nothing distracted the Messenger of Allah (saw) from establishing the
Islamic dawlah (state) until he did so. So, say to everyone who argues with you about the
Attributes of Allah (swt): Where do you stand in relation to the saying of the Messenger of
Allah (saw), 4lala 4 &l dag 486 b Guly Gl Gag “and one who dies without having
pledged allegiance dies a death of ignorance” [Sahih Muslim, 1851]? Ask them, Where
do you stand in relation to the saying of Allah (swt), a3l LA ) (e el (s ® G siis L) aR330)
{0585 “Then is it the judgement of the time of ignorance they desire? But who is better
than Allah in judgement for a people who are certain in belief.” [TMQ Surah Al-Ma'idah,
50]. Those who occupy your minds with these matters live under the protection of rulers, and
do not condemn them. They see the rulers' falsehood and do not forbid them from it. They
know that these rulers are not the guardians of the believers, yet they do not care about the
absence of the Shariah bayah from their necks. All their concern is to distract you from your
Shariah obligation towards your Ummah to liberate it from the clutches of colonialism, and
the yoke of rulers, and bring it to the gardens of Islam by implementing the Shariah Law of
Allah (swt). And how do they distract you? They distract you with the words of men from the
words of the infallible one, Muhammad (saw). They distract you with the discussions of the
Ummah during its period of confusion. They distract you from from the discussions regarding
the Prophet (saw) reviving the people until they became an Islamic Ummah.
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When the Islamic Ummah was revived by the Messenger of Allah (saw), Allah (swt)
revived it through revelation. The Messenger of Allah (saw) taught it how to understand this
revelation, clarifying its generalltles and explaining what was unglear to it. Allah (swt) said,
UL\GJ b-ui; Li:\.m CJa.du.u.u A& u.\\; ?S"k' i st \4'3“)* 1583 ?SAS‘ &7 354 38§ siale u-ui\ t_uh’\ u;bl.a abi \JML&).
’MAMQ«.A\M\J.\\Lg.ﬁwéhjg-a\l\tg.\uwL;JA;MMAJAMJMJA&UQ&JAQ«JJJJ\&\MH\QAM\
{43, “So fear Allah, O you of understanding who have believed. Allah has sent down to
you a message, the Quran. * He sent a messenger reciting to you the distinct verses of
Allah that He may bring out those who believe and do righteous deeds from
darknesses into the light. And whoever believes in Allah and does righteousness - He
will admit him into gardens beneath which rivers flow to abide therein forever. Allah
will have perfected for him a provision.” [TMQ Surah At-Talaqg, 10-11].

Allah (swt) said, 05 885 dals agal) O3 L Ladll Gl 23 &0y W) “And We revealed to you
the message that you may make clear to the people what was sent down to them and
that they might give thought.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl, 44]. So, the Messenger of Allah (saw)
would have verses of ageedah revealed to him, and he would instill them in the hearts of his
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, and they would set out to work to exalt the
Deen of Allah, not being intimidated by the henchmen of Quraysh or their tyranny. One of
their weak bodied ones would stand up and recite boldly in the courtyard of the Kaaba with
the words of Allah (swt), ¢kl 4le * i 1R % Gyp T ke * a5 “The Most Merciful, taught
the Qur’an, Created man, Taught him eloquence.” [TMQ Surah Ar-Rahman, 1-4] and he
would not care about the gathering of the tyrants of Quraysh against him and their beating of
him. Another would stand up defending his Lord (swt) and he would be angry that it was said
about the bliss of Allah in His Paradise that it is fleeting, so he would say to the one who said,
(s ¥ 4l ami «uXs) “You have lied, the bliss of Paradise does not vanish.” He was
unconcerned about the eye he lost in that moment for the sake of Allah. Iman filled the heart
of another oppressed man, making him appear before his tormentor like a steadfast
mountain, while his master appeared like a fly trying to move him. Yet, the mountain’s tongue
spoke only, proclaiming, (:af 2al) “One, One!” The Messenger of Allah (saw) was not teaching
them Greek philosophy at that time, though it was well-known then. Instead, he was teaching
them the pure and pristine Ageedah of Islam, and they became like towering mountains,
unmoved by anything, in their pursuit of establishing Deen of Allah until they did so, may
Allah be pleased with them all.

So, shebaab, young men and women, tell me, | implore you, did any of those who
advocate reviving the lost science of theology ('llm ul Kalam) stand up to the rulers as Bilal
(ra), Uthman (ra), and Abdullah ibn Masoud (ra) did? If their understanding of the Ageedah
did not compel them to stand against falsehood, how can they claim that no one else has
truly grasped the Ageedah of Islam?!

When Allah (swt) revealqd to His Prophet His words, saylng e& K ol u-‘-“JJ u‘w‘i‘ o u—“b}
YAN daad U.\a.\ u\\g UJJSJ-I pH] d&‘i U“Sd&uﬁﬁ‘ * u\g-ug_aeb ?L\SLU c_uk‘—J u‘g.ug_a?SM)-mg \)@-ﬂj
Eisal * GRAL ahy Lk sﬂm ¥ AT 0 e Y u-'-ﬁb u&-\ha Ly G La elu A-“U pa) Jﬁﬂ & u‘ b giadl
&G aa v OJJ-'SMA Y 5% eé-ulﬂ wﬂh Oshalh ¥ Gpifle da g 4) eSeJ‘ * el Gl Glas Ly BLAT e
(onpall Cad ¥ A Qg L Gadm L Al “And He has cast into the earth firmly set
mountains, lest it ‘shift with you, and made rivers and roads, that you may be guided,
And landmarks. And by the stars they are also guided. Then is He Who creates like
one who does not create? So will you not be reminded? And if you should count the
favors of Allah, you could not enumerate them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.
And Allah knows what you conceal and what you declare. And those they invoke other
than Allah create nothing, and they themselves are created. They are, in fact, dead, not
alive, and they do not perceive when they will be resurrected. Your god is one God.
But those who do not believe in the Hereafter - their hearts are disapproving, and they
are arrogant. Assuredly, Allah knows what they conceal and what they declare. Indeed,
He does not like the arrogant.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl, 15-23]. The Companions (ra) did not
discuss the issue of knowledge of Allah (swt), whether Allah’s Knowledge is from Allah’s
Essence (w2 Dhaat) or an essence separate from Him, or whether it is neither Him nor other



than Him! They did not delve into the question of creation, whether it was the creation of
beings, or the creation of actions in addition to the creation of beings, but instead they
understood that Allah is the One Who created them, the universe, humankind, and life. They
understood that He (swt) knows what is before them and what is behind them, and He knows
their secrets and their open actions. So, they set out to do good deeds, and their
understanding of these verses was consistent with the verses that follow them, which
command them to act, &sa G ee-us A g Ca pliad & shlall | 23Ty b | giie o ¥ g M\ & b Uiy Xy
{Cm AT Ae H& G g haia oo N b 1 g5 Al 436 “And We certainly sent into every nation a
messenger, saying, ‘Worship Allah and avoid taghut (transgressing authority).” And
among them were those whom Allah guided, and among them were those upon whom
error was deservedly decreed. So travel through the earth and observe how was the
end of the deniers.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl: 36]. And seek reward from Allah (svvt) for their
patience in calling to Allah, as He (swt) mgntloned in the verses that follow, a»\ o bﬁl-h u-t-ﬁb}
(05835 2g0 (05 Tadua Cudll * Gaaliy 1608 31 581 50881 5395 4iaa LM LB aglipdl 1satls G sy (e “And
those who emigrated for the cause of Allah after they had been wronged - We will
surely settle them in this world in a good place; but the reward of the Hereafter is
greater, if only they could know. * They are those who endured patiently and upon
their Lord relied.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl: 41-42], and they know that the matter is entirely in
Allah's hands. If He wills, He will punlsh the polythelsts who did not respond to their call, as in
the verses that followed, uuwu ‘1 Caa G Gl ee-ul-' 3 uaﬂ\ eg.' A Giwdg o u\.wd\ 198 u.‘.m u,.ua;,
fans Cige 3 285 ula ujss e anal-a 3 Ok ab e (-e-rﬁ- o eMah 3 “Then, do those who have
planned evil deeds feel secure that Allah will not cause the earth to swallow them or
that the punishment will not come upon them from where they do not perceive? * Or
that He would not seize them during their usual activity, and they could not cause
failure, an escape from Him? * Or that He would not seize them gradually in a state of
dread? But indeed, your Lord is Kind and Merciful.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl: 45-47]. And
they were reassured by their rlghteous deeds and their patience in them by Allah’s words in
the verses that follow, J«& (s * Gglaag UalS L uuah ahﬁ‘ UJ-V‘ Cndll G adly b A1 e L Ay adaie W)
{Orstaid 1508 L il ah 53 a4 5l dgha 5 a AR fada 5h 5 oA 31 83 04 Ala “Whatever you have
will end, but what Allah has is Iastlng And We will surely give those who were patient
their reward according to the best of what they used to do. * Whoever does
righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will surely cause
him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward in the Hereafter
according to the best of what they used to do.” [TMQ Surah An-Nahl: 96-97]. These are
examples of the verses that were revealed in Makkah to strengthen Ageedah in the hearts of
the believers and motivate them to work to exalt the word of Allah (swt). So, Allah (swt)
honored them by establishing His religion in a state whose goodness extended to the east
and west of the ancient world. This is how this generation dealt with the Quran, following the
example of the Messenger of Allah (saw), not the example of the Greek philosophers.

Then, as time passed and the conquests spread, the Muslims began to confront the
argumentative ideas that the People of the Book used against them. They did not seek to
clarify the truth nor to follow what is right, but rather to confuse Muslims about their Deen.
They turned to Greek philosophies and began debating with Muslims using them. This gave
rise to a set of issues that no one had raised during the time of the Prophet Muhammad
(saw) and his noble Companions (may Allah be pleased with them). Among these issues was
contemplation of the essence and Attributes of the Creator. As a result, various groups of
Muslims emerged, known as theologians (mutakalimoon), including the Mu’tazilites
(Mu’tazilah) and the Jabrites (al-Jabariyyah), and later the Ash’arites, who called themselves
the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jam’ah.

All these groups went astray and failed to find the straight path by which to understand
the Noble Quran and establish evidence. This was due to several reasons, including that
instead of returning to the Quran's clear path in refuting the People of the Book, they studied
Greek philosophy and used its models to refute the People of the Book. They then supported
their opinions with evidence that aligned with their views and misinterpreted any evidence



from the Quran and Sunnah that contradicted them. Among them: They unleashed their
minds and searched for what minds can comprehend and what minds cannot comprehend.
The mind comprehends the existence of Allah (swt) but it is mcap%ble of comprehendlng His
Essence (<2 Dhaat), Glory be to Him. Allah (swt) has said, 33 Sl 8,3 305 i 48,% )
(o=l ilalli “Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the
Subtle, the Aware.” [TMQ Surah Al-An’am, 103]. The Essence of Allah (swt) is not subject to
human senses. So how can the limited and incapable comprehend the Essence of the
Absolutely Powerful One Who is not limited by senses? There is no god but He (swt).

Correct understanding must begin with distinguishing what the mind can think about from
what it cannot think about. The mind can perceive if it has four qualities: reality, senses, a
brain capable of connecting, and previous information about reality. If the mind cannot
perceive a reality through the senses, or if the reality is not something that the senses can
perceive, then it will not be able to perceive it. Allah's Attributes are not subject to the senses,
but instead they are what has been conveyed to us through truthful revelation. We have been
informed by our Lord (swt) that Hec is All- Hearlng All-Seeing, and All-Knowing, in His saying,
Exalted is He, {iua graw i &) Baa g i ) aS-ﬂ-l ¥y ails Ly “Your creation and your
resurrection will not be but as that of a single soul. Indeed, Allah is Hearing and
Seeing.” [TMQ Surah Lugman: 28], and His saying (swt) iy a-\-k— W) g T 90T ol A%138 ) g5l 3)
{us¥%all “And conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He is Knowmg of that within
the breasts.” [TMQ Surah Al-Mulk 13]. From this we understand that Allah (swt) hears us,
sees us, and knows our secrets and our public actions. Our minds cannot comprehend the
Essence of Allah (swt): How does He hear? How does He see? How does He know? Is His
hearing part of His Essence or not? Or is it neither from His Essence nor from anything else?
And so on.

The correct understanding must begin with the fact that belief in the Sifaat of Allah (swt)
is derived only from.definitive texts. Belief (Iman) cannot be based on conjecture. Allah (swt)
says, ‘_,-tl-i‘iuhl\ U\JUH\ Y\Uy.u.au\?k- Ga MPGJLAJ*‘;SY‘WM‘ QMUAYI.\UJ.\AJ-\YUJAS\ u\}
{ua Gall &e “Indeed, those who do not believe in the Hereafter name the angels female
names, And they have thereof no knowledge. They follow not except conjecture, and
indeed, conjecture avails not against the truth at all” [TMQ Surah An-Najm, 27-28]. The
Noble Quran condemns this practice. The mushrikoon of Makkah described the angels as
female; then he pointed out that they did not base this belief on definitive evidence.

The correct understanding of the Attriputes (4= sifaat) of Allah (swt) must begin with
the words of Allah (swt), {isadi daadi 32 f'u*:" “al& Guly “There is nothing like unto Him,
and He is the Hearing, the Seeing” [TMQ Ash-Shura 11], and His words, s il 48,5 Yy
{OmaTl Cadalil 34 SN &,% “Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He
is the Subtle, the Aware.” [TMQ Surah Al-An’am: 103], and His words, Exalted is He, u;.w;,
{Oshar L U"j‘ <) &) “Exalted is your Lord, the Lord of might, above what they
describe.” [TMQ Surah As-Saffat: 180].

The correct understanding of the Sifaat of Allah (swt) must be based on the rules of the
Arabic language of comprehension, not on the dictates of logic. We understand the Attribute
that Allah (swt) has affirmed for Himself to the extent that He has stated it about Himself.
When He (swt) informs us that He is All-Knowing, we understand from this that Allah knows
what we conceal and what we reveal. We understand from this that Allah knows what is
before us and what is behind us. This understanding is because the verses indicate it. Our
Lord (swt) said, {as @Mwb) “And Allah is Hearmg and Knowmg [TMQ Surah Aal Imran,
34], and He (swt) said, fslaudi b ¥3 oa¥i & slh (AT o 835 G Ol Ly A L Ak &) [Ey))
“Our Lord, indeed You know what we conceal and what we declare, and nothlng is
hidden from Allah on the earth or in the heaven,” [TMQ Surah Ibrahim, 38] and He (swt)
said, ¢l W ¥) “aale (3 el Gshuad ¥y adls L gl 0% L ARy “He knows what is
presently]before them and what will be after them, and they encompass not a thing of
His knowledge except for what He wills.” [Al-Bagarah, 255]. Therefore, the Attributes of
Allah (swt) are divinely revealed and cannot be added to, nor can we explain details that
have not been revealed. Scholars of the science of theology ('llm ul Kalam) have fallen into



the trap of logic when discussing the Sifaat of Allah (swt). They have delved into discussions
of the attribute and the one described, whether the Attribute is identical to the one described
or a meaning separate from the Essence, and other such inquiries based on the
methodology of logic, not the methodology of the Quran.

Arabic is the language in which Allah revealed the Noble Quran and through which the
Quran is understood. Our Lord (swt) said, 4u3&-u aghad c¥ ¢ e Lﬁ\wﬂ) “It is an Arabic
Quran, without any deviance that they might become righteous.” [TMQ Surah Az-
Zumar: 28]. So, the Arabic language and what it indicates must not be abandoned in favor of
the logic used by the Greek philosophers, for this is clear misguidance! These people delved
into many verses of the Wise Quran, subjecting them to logic while stubbornly refusing to
subject them to, the rules of | grammar, They thus differed in their interpretation of the verse,
u,mwm&a ag.al_uuﬁj\u.g m&mm&mw*u\wwmm UJuLuLu\d.UuLuum\ u‘}
flankic 1A “Indeed, those who pledge allegiance to you, O Muhammad they are actually
pledging allegiance to Allah. The Hand of Allah is over their hands. So he who breaks
his word only breaks it to the detriment of himself. And he who fulfills that which he
has promised Allah - He will give him a great reward,” [TMQ Surah Al-Fath: 10]. Although
this verse is not one of those used to evidence Allah’s Attributes, it is not appropriate to
discuss proving or disproving that Allah (swt) has a hand. The use of the word “hand” in it is
metaphorical, following the Arabic method of establishing metaphor ()< majaaz) and its
contextualizations (¢#_8 garaa’in). The word itself is ambiguous in its meaning, so it cannot be
used to prove Attributes.

Al-Tabari, in his commentary on this verse, states, :Jistll (s Oleas (2l 338 ) B) A8 i)
G A g ) B pal (BB B8 A3 AV B A agin ) G sy 1 9IS a0l agd) die agaad 358 ) &y claaas]
(sl o 4yl e # 4 Jsu ) sl Wil 2 “Regarding His saying, “The Hand of Allah is above
their hands,” there are two interpretations: one is that Allah’s Hand is above their hands at
the time of the pledge of allegiance, because they were pledging allegiance to Allah through
their pledge to His Prophet (saw). The other is that Allah’s power is above their power in
supporting His Messenger (saw) because they only pledged allegiance to the Messenger of
Allah (saw), to support him against the enemy.”

Al-Qurtubi’s commentary states, Ad 533 ST a@-m‘ (338 ‘—";ﬂ\ R "ae-m\ G A &)
& 33 Gk UJ\ du, el Ge 1saia Lo 358 agile A i bliaa K0 Q65 ae\dl S el 33 AL ale
(s3als 25 (33 43als “The Hand of Allah is above their hands” has been interpreted as
meaning: His Hand in reward is above their hands in fulfilling the pledge. And His Hand in
bestowing favor upon them through guidance is above their hands in obedience. Al-Kalbi
said: Its meaning is that Allah's favor upon them is above what they did in pledging
allegiance. Ibn Kaysan said: Allah’s power and victory are above their power and victory.”

¢ . Ibn Kathir said in his commentary, plass oelSe (5 s el o pgme sils g8 sl (el G2 40 )
m‘?@uuﬁiyuwaum,&ws i i Oy LS ) Al sl 5 oS s o a5k o jilana
oy 15 5B BT S <028y B3 Gy 88Ty JnTs 350 B s a3l 138 5 oy sli uﬁM AT Jysa &rsi

i O Gl s (o) o e U il o o) J8 S8 111 s gadadi 5380 sa ddy Say Ml i
o (o A Jou " 2 ) ey J5 105 5 5 O T S LU AT (NP I
(" &b S8 W “Allah’s Hand is above their hands meaning: He is present with them, hearing
their words, seeing their place, and knowing their innermost thoughts and outward actions.
He, the Exalted, is the One who receives the pledge through His Messenger (saw), as in His
saying, “Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their properties
in exchange for that they will have Paradise. They fight in the cause of Allah, so they
kill and are Kkilled. It is a true promise binding upon Him in the Torah and the Gospel
and the Quran. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? So, rejoice in your
transaction which you have contracted. And it is that which is the great attainment.”
[TMQ Surah At-Tawbah: 111]. Ibn Abi Hatim said: Ali ibn al-Husayn narrated to us, al-Fadl ibn
Yahya al-Anbari narrated to us, Ali ibn Bakkar narrated to us, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Amr, on the authority of Abu Salamah, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah, who said: The
Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Whoever draws his sword in the cause of Allah has
pledged allegiance to Allah.””



Those scholars of theology who researched these topics made mistakes in their
research, but they did not disbelieve in Allah (swt). They believed in Him as Lord, Creator,
Ruler, Guardian, All-Hearing, All-Seeing, All-Preserving, and All-Encompassing. They exerted
themselves and erred in their conclusions because of their mistake in the way they
understood the Quran. These are Islamic sects that were right or wrong, and many of them
have disappeared, or nearly disappeared. The Ummah today is different from the Ummah of
that time. Today it is moving rapidly towards its unity in the Khilafah. So, beware of letting it
down, frustrating it, dividing it, and making yourselves judges over it, declaring this one a
disbeliever and that one an innovator, by reviving what has disappeared from these sects.
Instead, work, strive, and hasten the journey to establish the Islamic state so that the Islamic
state, with its pure methodology, can address these issues as the Prophet (saw) addressed
them.

In summary, regarding the Sifaat (“ww= Attributes) of Allah (swt), they are divinely
revealed. We have mentioned only what is explicitly stated in the definitive texts, and nothing
more. It is not permissible to add an attribute not mentioned, nor to explain an attribute in a
way other than what is explicitly stated in the definitive texts.

O shebaab, young men and women, be a generation of action, not a generation of
argumentation. On the authority of Abu Umamah al-Bahili, the Messenger of Allah (saw) said,
€Y Ggaad aghan Jo V) o M a5 (JAA) 1 gigl V) Aule 1608 s2a 3 A g Ja Lay “NoO people go astray
after having followed right guidance, but those who indulge in disputes.” Then he
recited the Verse, “Nay! But they are a quarrelsome people.”” [Sahih Ibn Majah, 48]. And
Allah (swt) is with you.



