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Press Release

The Government Continues its Policy of Drowning the Country into Debt

(Translated)

On Saturday, 28/07/2018, a loan agreement between the Tunisian State and the World Bank to
finance the budget support program, which will allow the government to obtain 1.280 billion dinars
with a RIBA-based interest rate of 0.7% was approved by the Chamber of Deputies. Ziyad al-Athari,
Minister of Development and Investment, claimed that Tunisia had no choice but to resort to
external borrowing to carry out development projects for which the state does not have enough
resources to implement, and that stopping borrowing means halting development. The Minister
called on the deputies demanding the cessation of debt to provide solutions to the structural deficit
recorded in the balance of payments.

We in Hizb ut Tahrir / Wilayah of Tunisia condemn this mentality of the minister and his
government and affirm the following:

1. It is well known that the World Bank is a tool of the colonial powers to control and subjugate
the people and make them subordinate to them, thus, borrowing from them means a waste of
sovereignty and makes Tunisia and its people a subservient hostage to the colonist, hence, one
cannot talk about independence or government in the true sense, instead, they are orders executed
by employees who call themselves a government!

2. The Minister claims that the Government is obliged to borrow, denying that Tunisia has any
other resource from which projects can be financed, which means that the Government has
dismissed the recovery of the country's wealth, which is controlled by the colonial looting
companies. Thus, it is not the Government's program to recover the salt wealth, for example, which
the French company dominates (since the time of French colonialism) without a right, nor its
intention to retrieve the gas fields that Ben Ali handed free to British companies. We then ask the
minister where are the 12500 billion that were taken by the men of Ben Ali from public banks, are
they not alone enough to suffice us from these deadly loans? And then, where are the looted funds
revealed by the deputies of the Constituent Assembly, which are estimated at tens of thousands of
billions and most of them are in Tunisia, why does not the government get them and protect us from
the evil of this dependence?!

This ruling class (government and opposition) does not consider the wealth in Tunisia a right of
the people of Tunisia, nor that it is concerned with the return of the public funds looted by the
corrupt, and then it claims that the only solution is to resort to the enemy and surrender to him! Is
this a government worthy of the leadership of the people of Tunisia?

3. The Minister contends that there is no solution to the development in Tunisia except by
borrowing with the Haram usury, and we say to him and to the Chamber of Deputies who have
agreed with h|m that: "Allah, our Lord and your Lord has decisively forbidden usury, Allah (swt)
says: 4(miasae A ) USN G B 1g)ds ab) ) 580 1 gial Gl (gl Lk “O you who have believed, fear Allah

and give up what remains [due to you] of interest, if you should be believers.” [Al- Baqarah
278]. And He (swt) says: @J\ l.u\ \3313 e’g..u A8 Call ul.h.wd\ A.LM L;AS\ N“" s v uy}h PR UJ.‘SU wm%,
4LV Ay & & 9al5 WY Ui “Those who consume interest cannot stand [on the Day of

Resurrection] except as one stands who is belng beaten by Satan into insanity. That is
because they say, "Trade is [just] like interest." But Allah has permitted trade and has
forbidden interest.” [Al-Bagarah: 275]. Also, the Prophet (saw) said: &l Jia W el UG & gaids A5 Gy
«al AN 7k “Riba is seventy three types, the least of which is equal to one having sexual



intercourse with his mother.” So, how heinous riba is, and how disgraceful those who commit it,
and what grave its punishment is!

O Minister, O Deputies:

Does Allah forbld Riba and you makq it the solution??? Have you not read in the Book of Allah
Almighty: %MJMJJ A.\)\ G A \yélﬁ \Jhm‘al ol * u-\-\AJAe-\-\S ol L Ga a Al \JJ.\J & \3&4\ \JM\ U.ml\ Lg-ﬂ h%o “0
you who have believed, fear Allah and give up what remains [due to you] of interest, if you
should be believers. * And if you do not, then be informed of a war [against you] from Allah
and His Messenger.” [Al-Bagarah: 278-279]?! Did you not see that you borrowed until you
drowned us when the debt amounted to more than 53.000 billion dinars external debt of 70.7% of
total debt?! Did you not learn from the crushing, devastation and removing the blessing from the
projects that you established on riba?! Have you not seen that the more you borrow, the more
poverty pervades, and the more the dinar falls, due to your application of the capitalist system which
is based on permitting riba?! It was narrated that Jabir said: AS5a5 LN U8T alug dole A Lo A U5 Cadn
«bl s ah Q85 43aLa 4585 “Allah's Messenger (saw) cursed the accepter of usury (Riba) and its
payer, and one who records it, and the two witnesses, and he said: They are all equal.”
(Narrated by Muslim).

So, to where are you taking this good country and its people? We do not see you but driving us
to destruction, to colonialism that controls us, humiliates us and takes our money.

O Muslims:

This government, together with its Parliament, claims that Tunisia has no solution except in the
external borrowing. And we in Hizb ut Tahrir, have presented the practical solutions feasible for
immediate implementation, which are derived from the Holy Qur'an and from the Sunnah of our
Prophet Muhammad (saw), but this ruling class has turned away from them in arrogance. And here
they are, dazzled in their error, seeing nothing but throwing us under the feet of a greedy evil
enemy. They turn away from Islam, which contains the provisions of Allah that He revealed to your
Prophet, and within it all the correct solutions that will save you from all the crises and tribulations in
which you live! And made you under the threat of Allah’s saying: iz i 4] u‘é 6)54 B Gal Eragh

o%u-&‘—\ Ll a5 554455 “And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a

depressed life and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection blind.”” [Ta-Ha: 124]. So, is
this the State that you want!?

So, what is with you and you have in your hands a great religion which is Islam; the Deen that
Allah revealed to His Messenger, in which are all solutions to our problems, including the economic
problem...

Hizb ut Tahrir renews its call to the people of Tunisia, the country of Obgah Bin Nafie, the
country of Zaytouna, the country of conquerors heroes:

We need a true state that honors our people and preserves our country and our Deen, and this
state is not the secular civil state that distances our Islam and places us under the feet of an enemy
who is stalking us, but the state we need is the state that Allah Almighty has ordered us to establish.
It is the state established by the Prophet (saw) the first time in Al-Madinah, then Allah Almighty has
ordered us to have among us a Khaleefah (successor) to the Messenger of Allah (saw) who applies
on us the rulings of Allah Almlghty and sets out to spread goodness in the world. And remember the
saying of Allah Almlghty (45 Y5 P b 13k A (yab o3 S STl Ll Bie (il aiad lised e Uaik) OB
o%u-er-\ L) 253 b dal 5 \Kia Lapa 4 G s K3 e sa gl Bas “[Allah] said, "Descend from Paradise - all,

[your descendants] being enemies to one another. And if there should come to you guidance
from Me - then whoever follows My guidance will neither go astray [in the world] nor _suffer
[in the Hereafter]. And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a
depressed life and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection blind.”” [Ta-Ha: 123-124]
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